
Sexual Contact Rife at ‘Highly Regulated’ Spearmint Rhino Flagship 

Yet Council approves draft licensing that relies on ‘strict regulation’ 

 

 

 

 

When undercover investigators visited Spearmint Rhino’s Flagship in Camden they got a lot more 

than a dance. With 63 CCTV cameras this has to be the most regulated strip club in the country but 

‘rule breaches’ (sexual contact) was rife, even for a standard lap ‘dance’. This included: 

 

 

• Lap dancers touching their own genitals and breasts 

• Dancers putting their breasts in the face and mouth of investigators (£20 for a ‘milkshake’) 

• Dancers straddling investigators 

• Strippers touching investigators’ genitals 

• Dancers placing their feet on benches to bring genitals close to the men’s faces 

• Dancer giving her phone number 

• Generally, Guards ‘turning a blind eye’ 

• Very high ratio of dancers (20) to punters (8). Private dances with punters is the only way 

for strippers to make any money at all. 

 

 

The only real licensing condition imposed on strip clubs is ‘no sexual contact’ – this is to protect lap 

dancers from being exploited by clubs, in effect, turning into unlicensed brothels. Yet the investigators 

found sexual contact was standard at Spearmint Rhino’s flagship strip club in Camden.  

 

 

This is despite the club boasting no fewer than 63 CCTV cameras and where ‘secret’ spot checks by 

the Council have always suggested the club is ‘fully compliant’ with all licensing conditions. 

 

 



The undercover investigators were hired by anti-exploitation group, Not Buying It and follows hot on 

the heels of similar exposés in Manchester and the Rhino’s sister branch in Sheffield – here the rule 

breaching was so extreme it was found that men are actually buying women to have sex with each 

other. 

 

 

“The entire industry has yet again been exposed as nothing more than a ‘brothel light’ run by ‘pimps 

in suits’. Lap dancers actually have no choice but to provide sexual contact if they want to make even 

£20” says Not Buying It CEO Dr Sasha Rakoff. 

 

 

“It is perhaps the only industry whose business model means breaking the very conditions under which 

it is licensed. Close to 100 incidences have been recorded now in well over 60 clubs (at least 1/3 of 

the UK strip trade) ranging from sexual contact to assaults, drink spiking and pimping (1).” 

 

 

Not Buying It, who works closely with those harmed by the sex industry, is calling for a total rethink on 

the strip trade.  

 

 

 

 

“It cannot be regulated. It is causing immeasurable harm to the women in it – we have had dozens of 

women who have let the strip trade testify to this. It is harming the women who are routinely harassed 

outside clubs – to the extent of creating ‘no go’ zones where women simply do not use the local area. 

And, in wider society, it is literally breeding Harvey Weinsteins. It is an absolute a joke to say ‘Times 

Up’ when we have licensed strip clubs, operating as brothels, on every high street where sexual 

harassment is part of the very job description!” 

 



To add yet more controversy, it has emerged that these rule breaches were brought to the attention 

of Camden Council officers several weeks ago. Despite this, Councillors recently approved a new 

draft policy for the licensing of strip clubs that will effectively allow all 7 currently operating clubs to 

remain open on the basis that ‘stringent regulation’ is in place and is working well. It appears 

Councillors were not told that regulation was actually failing dismally prior to being asked to approve 

this policy. In fact, Not Buying It were specifically banned from giving any information about these 

breaches at the meeting where Councillors were asked to give their seal of approval. 

 

 

Not Buying It speaking at Camden’s licensing meeting (2) 

 

Now that Councillors are aware, they are refusing to reverse their decision to approve a clearly deeply 

flawed ideology on how its strip trade should be licensed. 

 

 

The investigators’ visit equally raises serious questions over how the strip trade across the UK is 

circumventing all Council measures to regulate it. Is information being leaked to clubs every time the 

Council conducts a ‘secret’ spot check? Are clubs ‘fiddling’ the CCTV they provide Councils?  

 

 

And it comes on the back of Spearmint Rhino’s long history of rule breaches – spanning 2 decades 

from the day it opened. Prostitution was exposed at Camden’s Rhino back in 2002, yet still the club 

remained open. Pimps have been known to be touting outside it for years. In 2013 a judge even ruled 

that they were there because of the club and could not be stopped. Yet still the club remained open. 

In 2014 the Council heard from a former lap dancer who exposed the abuse and harm of the club and 

industry more widely. The club has even (unsuccessfully) taken the Council to court in a failed bid to 

extend its opening hours and prevent the Council from accessing its CCTV footage (3). 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=UMLAkAK4pGM


For Not Buying It, perhaps the most concerning testimony is from a former lap dancer who was 

drugged and raped on CCTV at Heathrow’s Spearmint Rhino by a security guard who used to work in 

the Camden branch. 

 

 

“Why these clubs seem to be ’untouchable’ defies belief. It is actually extremely easy for Councils to 

shut these clubs down simply on the grounds of their inappropriate locality. And this cannot be 

challenged in the courts. And yet, across the UK and despite the wide-ranging harms of the strip trade, 

clubs are re-licensed year on year on year” says Rakoff. 

 

 

Not Buying it is urging everyone to sign their petition calling for an end to the strip trade and to join 

them in calling for Camden to introduce a policy for zero clubs without exception. 

 

Petition: www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Petition  

 

 

 

 

 

 

END 

 

 

Contact 

Not Buying It no@notbuyingit.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Petition
mailto:no@notbuyingit.org.uk


More Information 

 

1. Incidences in 1/3 the UK strip trade: www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Publications#Press 

2. Giving evidence to Camden Council: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMLAkAK4pGM&t=3s  

3. Incidences in the Spearmint Rhino Chain: www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Publications#PressRhino 

 

4. Camden’s Strip Clubs Codes: 

• Dancers may not intentionally touch a customer during a performance 
 

• Dancers may not permit a customer to touch them during a performance 
 

• Dancers may not straddle the customer 
 

• Dancers may not touch their own breasts, anus or genitals with their fingers, lips or tongue. 
 

• Dancers may not intentionally touch the genitals, anus or breasts of another dancer, nor 
knowingly permit another dancer to touch their genitals, anus or breasts. 

 

• Dancers may not perform any act which simulates masturbation, oral sex or sexual intercourse, 
including the insertion of any object, including their own finger, into the anus or vagina. 

 

• Dancers shall not solicit for gratuities or payment for sexual favours. 
 

• Dancers shall not engage in any act of prostitution, i.e. the receiving of gratuities or payment for 
sexual favours 

 
 

5. Appendix 1 (next page) PIs’ redacted testimony 
  

http://www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Publications#Press
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMLAkAK4pGM&t=3s
http://www.notbuyingit.org.uk/Publications#PressRhino


Appendix 1: The Visit in Detail 

 

The club was visited by 2 undercover investigators, former detectives. These are their redacted 

accounts (all identifying information about lap dancers removed): 

 

 

Investigator 1 

    

Upon entry, a doorman stated there was ‘no touching of the girls’ and no filming. In the men’s toilets 

there were notices outlining the rules for customers including words to the effect that ‘customers 

may not touch dancers during a performance, customers may not make offensive remarks to 

dancers, customers may not intimidate dancers, customers may not ask dancers to perform any 

sexual favour, customers may not masturbate or engage in other sexual behaviour and that any 

customer failing to keep to the Customers Code of Conduct will be ejected’. 

 

There were about 8 male customers in the club. I would say during the time I was present there 

were approximately 20 dancers in total. 

 

Whilst at the bar, I was approached by a lap dancer, Dancer G. She said she used to work at the 

club as a waitress but now danced there. She asked if I wanted a dance saying the prices ranged 

from £20 to £600 depending on the length. The £600 dance also included a bottle of champagne.  

 

While we were speaking, she constantly touched my chest and back and occasionally put her arms 

around me. She also stood and leant her crotch and upper thigh against my knee. At one point 

another lap dancer walked by and Danner G reached out to her. The dancer introduced herself as 

Dancer F. We agreed on a dance with both performers at £40 each. They then led me to the dance 

booth area. Before the dance neither woman explained what I was or was not permitted to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancer F & G  

 

• Dancer F sat on the bench next to me, leant into me and touched my chest.  

 

• She leant forward and revealed her breasts by pulling her top aside and pushed them into my 

face. She subsequently took the top off.  

 

• Dancer G touched her breasts outside her bra and her vagina outside her knickers.  

 



• Dancer F got on to the bench seat next to me and leant across my lap pushing her trunk down on 

my lap on all fours by placing her hands on the bench seat next to me. 

 

• G took off her bra and cupped and squeezed her breasts. She pushed her breasts into my face 

and touched her lower abdomen above her vagina.  

 

• Dancer G cupped and squeezed both breasts and her abdomen. She then turned, leant forward 

and pushed her buttocks down onto my right knee.  

 

• F leant forward with her legs apart and stroked her anus around and down her vagina.  

 

• G then placed her left foot on the bench seat on my left and sat down into my genital area.  

 

• G reached around under her vagina and buttocks then slapped her left buttock. She leant forward 

into my face pushing her breasts into my mouth and chest.  

 

• During the dance, Dancer F said we could go to a private area 

 

 

 

 

Dancer H - £40 

 

I returned to the bar area and was approached by another lap dancer, Dancer H. She asked if I 

wanted a dance and stated it would be £100 and then £80. I told her I had already have a dance 

for £40. She agreed to a £40 dance and led me to the booth area. 

 

• When we arrived at our booth, I noted there was a dancer in front of a customer in the next booth. 

She was naked and moved forwards as if to straddle him. 

 

• Dancer H pushed herself into my face and placed her right foot on the bench seat on my left side.  

 

• She touched her vagina outside her knickers.  

 

• She reached up her left leg and facing away from me stroked her left buttock and thigh.  

 

• She pulled her top down to expose her breasts and took off the garment. 

  

• The dancer in the booth next to me knelt on the floor and stretched forward on a customer.  



 

• Dancer H then leant on the bench seat next to me touching her breasts.  

 

• She asked me to sit back and she leant forward pushing herself on me touching both breasts.  

 

• The doorman who had been at the end of the booth then approached her and said she must keep 

both feet on the floor and no contact. He then walked away.  

 

• I asked the dancer what he said, and she said ‘he said no contact’ and that she was annoyed as 

she had not done anything wrong.  

 

• Dancer resumed the dance stroking her buttock. Two people walked past.  

 

• She came up close to me and put her left foot up on the bench seat next to me and pushed her 

breasts forward towards my face and across my mouth.  

 

• She sat on the floor in front of me and cupped her breasts. She then leant forwards on all fours on 

the floor and placed her hands on the bench seat next to me and then leant up on the bench seat 

on her side.  

 

• The same doorman then approached and said to her ‘no forwards’ or ‘no floorworks’ or words to 

that effect. The doorman then stated he did not know what it is but that he had heard it on the radio. 

She then spoke to the doorman out of my earshot. A further doorman with dark hair and a dark 

beard approached and stood looking from the main floor area. She then stated she was not allowed 

to put her feet up and that she did not want to do anything wrong. I heard the doorman say ‘discuss’ 

and ‘Stefan’. The doorman then walked away.  

 

• The dancer leant up on the bench seat and I asked what he had said and she said it was so 

annoying as she was not doing anything wrong and that he had said ‘no forwards’ or something 

similar.  

 

• She resumed the dance, went down on her haunches, leant back and stroked her vagina outside 

her knickers.  

 

• The dance then finished. I asked her if I had done anything wrong and she said no.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Investigator 2 

 

Shortly after arriving, I visited the toilets.  On the front of one of the toilet cubicles there was a notice 

setting out rules for customers. I noticed a man and women standing inside the gents and two 

women in one of the cubicles, talking and laughing. Upon leaving the cubicle, the two women were 

standing by the sink. They spoke to me briefly and told me they had seen ‘The Chocolate Men’ (a 

troupe of black male strippers).  

 

On arriving at the bar, I was approached by a dancer, Dancer J, who immediately started touching 

my thighs and leaning into my lap, so the sides of her body were touching my groin area. I then 

paid for a standard lap dance. 

 

 

 

Dancer J – £40. Additional £20 to ‘suck on breasts’ 

 

• Dancer J took me to a booth in the middle of the gallery and sat me down. 

  

• I noticed at this point that a security officer had positioned himself at the entrance to the gallery. 

He stood about 15 feet from me on the entrance steps facing away from the gallery looking at the 

main body of the club. During the dance he remained in this position I did not see him once 

monitor the dance. He appeared to be standing there so he could respond to a dancer if she 

called for help. 

 

• Dancer J removed her dress and started dancing at this point she said ‘I can touch you’.  

 

• At different times throughout her dance she placed her feet on the bench beside me.  

 

• She used her shin and knee to apply pressure and rub the area of my genitals.  

 

• She massaged her breasts pushing then together.  

 

• She faced away from me, bent over and pushed her bottom into my groin.  

 

• At one point she put her leg on the structure of the seat behind my head and pushed her genitals 

close to my face.  

 

• She bent over in front of me and rubbed the outside of her anus with her finger. She then rubbed 

the front of her genitals.  



 

• She put one foot on the bench leant across my lap and simulated sexual intercourse by moving 

her crotch up and down over mine, although there was no contact as she did this.  

 

• She then squatted on her haunches facing me and leant against the back of the wooden structure 

in front of the seat. She then used her fingers and rubbed up and down over the front of her 

genitals to simulate masturbation.  

 

• Throughout her dancing she spoke to me. At one point she asked me to guess her age. She 

asked how many sexual partners I currently had and what my favourite sexual position was.  

 

• She asked me if I wanted a ‘milk shake’ whilst pushing her breasts together and said it would cost 

an extra £20. She then pushed her breasts together leant forward and rubbed them around my 

face and nose. She pushed her nipple of one breast and then the second inside my mouth. 

 

• At the conclusion of the dance she thanked me and started to get dressed. I asked her if I could 

have her number. She said I could but that she would give it to me when we got back to the bar, 

gesturing towards the security officer. 

 

• We went back to the bar and she gave me her number which I entered into my mobile. 

 

Dancer K – £45 (£100 requested) 

 

My second dance was with Dancer K: 

 

• En route to the dance area, Dancer K stated that the dance would be £100. I said I didn’t want to 

pay that much. She said that would be for 15 minutes. I told her I just wanted a straight naked 

dance. She confirmed a short dance and then asked for £50. I said I didn’t have that much and 

showed her I had £45. We agreed £45 for the dance. 

 

• Dancer K took me to a seat sat me down and then started to dance. She removed her clothes.  

 

• She massaged her breasts in front of me and moved them close to my face.  

 

• She rubbed her genitals revealing a diamond stud through her clitoris.  

 

• During the dance she placed her feet on the bench beside me.  

 

• During the dance she also spoke to me and asked if I liked big breasts. She flexed her chest 

muscles so her breasts moved.  



 

• Again, throughout this dance a security officer was standing on the steps at the entrance to the 

gallery but at no time did I see him watch, or in any other way monitor, the dance. 

 

• After thanking her for the dance, I left her in the gallery and returned to the bar. Whilst at the bar I 

was approached by another dancer. We began a brief conversation but she left when I declared 

that I was leaving imminently to catch a train.  

 

 

 


